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“A word of encouragement from a spouse can save a marriage. A word of encouragement from a leader can inspire a person to reach her potential. A word of encouragement from a teacher to a child can change a life.” – John C. Maxwell
Some people would hardly believe the fact that I used to be such a shy and introvert girl until I was twelve years old. I couldn’t even ask for a cup of water even when I was terribly thirsty, just because I was too shy. My personality slowly changed to outgoing, lively, and cheerful ever since I met Ms. Olivier in year 1999 as a fifth grader in Springbrook Elementary School, Irvine, California.
 Ms. Olivier’s teaching style strongly influenced me to become a confident, high self-esteemed person. She was a first homeroom teacher I met when my family moved to the United States in 1999. At that time, I could only communicate with few words in broken sentences in English and my level of English skill discouraged myself even more to speak out in front of people. Ms. Olivier was exactly aware of my personal characteristics and difficulties. She tried to make me catch up as many English words I could by making me participate in fun activities through her compliment and encouragement. I strongly believe that Ms. Olivier was an effective teacher for three specific reasons: 1.Embracing–understood individual student, 2.Passionate–well prepared every class with her own teaching principle, and 3. Encouraging –compliment all the time. 
 Ms. Olivier tried to embrace every individual student by well recognizing all students’ personalities and learning types. She assigned self-introduction sketch on a poster then let ourselves present to classmates. In year 1999, unlike modern classroom these days, we didn’t have electrical device nor the Internet access commonly in the classroom. We used crayons and color pencils instead of printing out the pictures or using power point program. From this activity, Ms. Olivier noticed which students were more outstanding in drawing or in describing with spoken words. She knew that visual learners learn better by watching and examining, auditory learners receive information the best when they are verbally explained, and kinesthetic learners physically involve and act out when learning. My teacher assessed the strength and weakness of each student and relied upon integrating different methods of teaching. I realized I was more active and lively when I was involved in activities with paintings or building, which I was good at. I gradually overcame my deep down personal fears of English due to personal outstanding skills which Ms. Olivier was instrumental in helping me ascend.
Also, Ms. Olivier was always passionate and prepared fun activities all the time. One of the fun activities I remember is a “motion game” after the vocabulary test. Unlike the explainer type of a teacher, Ms. Olivier was an involver type of teacher. Rather than explaining and lecturing the meanings of vocabulary herself, she allocated one words to each student every week. Then, she made us demonstrate the meaning of the words by physical motion without verbal explanation. For example, I would circle around my finger and express that I am hurt to explain the word “bandage”. This not only helped me to memorize vocabularies easily but also developed my courage and braveness to stand in front of the others. In addition, I was able to get along with my classmates more intimately after they laughed and applauded to my creative motion explanation. 
 Lastly but most importantly indeed, all classmates were “excellent” and “fantastic” in Ms. Olivier’s class. She constantly and continuously encouraged every student with compliments. I totally agree with the saying that ‘Praises can even make a whale dance’. I felt like I was respected, and built strong self-confidence from her compliments. Although when my answers were not correct or English pronunciation was not right, she relieved me that I was on the right track and encouraged me that my answer will be perfect next time. These praising words stimulated me to get over with shyness and set higher goals to improve myself. I tried little by little to attain my goal to speak out as much as English to people even if I was not perfect. And by the end of the class year, I actually found myself encouraging my friend who recently moved to the States with many compliments, just like the way I learned from Ms. Olivier.
As Malcolm Knowles described the characteristics of adult learner, we accumulate knowledge from our own life experience. I also learned through my past experience that teachers do influence students in many ways. Ms. Olivier successfully led me to acquire second language by earning confidence in an entertaining and confortable environment. I know that I was extremely lucky compare to students who only had experience of learning English in one way communication, mug and jug style of teaching. Most English teachers in Korea at that time only focused on receptive based skills like listing and reading, not productive based skills such as writing and speaking. My goal is to become an effective ESL teacher like Ms. Olivier. Similar to the way she changed myself to a social butterfly from a shy homebody, I wish I could give many students chances to meet an appropriate and influential teacher with embracing, passionate and encouraging mind.
