	What are you passionate about?  
Speaking Lesson plan
	

	Title : What are you passionate about?

	INSTRUCTOR
	LEVEL / AGE
	No of STUDENTS
	LENGTH

	Sunhee Jung
	 Advanced/ 25 or above
	20
	50 minutes

	Materials:
1. 20 copies of handouts with questions.
2. CD
3. CD player
4. 20 copies of script of the speech (Post task)

	Aims:
1.Engaging Ss in, in-depth discussions (other than simple business dialogues, or task based dialogues).

2. Improve their fluency in discussing their own opinions by agreeing or disagreeing with someone. 

3. Improve Ss readiness to listen to long speeches

4. Get Ss introduced to new vocabularies
5. Get Ss to speak in using past tenses and future tenses through talking about their dreams.

6. Get Ss to practice to write a short essay expressing their personal thoughts in a orderly manner.  



	Language Skills:
Speaking: Ss are engaged in in-depth discussions, expressing their own opinions and their experience.
Listening: Ss practice listening to a long speech, and others through group discussions.

Reading: Ss are given handouts to answer questions, speech script at the end of their class to check their understanding. 

Writing: Ss are asked to produce maximum of two page long essays on their dreams and what their attitude should be like in order to achieve their dreams. 

	Language Systems:

Phonology:
correct pronunciation of words Ss learning.  
Lexis:

words mentioned in the speech (Instill, Endure, tend, grit, take a stand, decipher. humility, set back) 
Discourse:
listening to a commencement speech and discussing their thoughts afterwards. 
Functions:
encouraging someone,  speech 
Grammar:
Ss observation of the sentence structure, through listening, reading and writing exercies. 

	Assumptions:



	Anticipated Errors and Solutions:

Ss may spend too much time on hearing one person's goal or thoughts. 
Solution: remind Ss that they should not spend more than 5 min. on one person when they are doing group discussions. 

	References:
Hongsik, Kim. 2014. Top 30 Greatest Speeches of World Leaders. Top made book.

	Notes:



	Pre-Task

	Title:

What makes you going? 
	Aims:
-Introduce to Ss what commencement speeches are
-evoke their memories regarding their University or college graduation
	Materials: 

 

	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	5
	
	Ss are asked by the T: 
-Why are you here today? 
-What are you studying for? 
-Who are you inspired by the most these days? 
-Can you remember anyone's speech that inspired you to change your decisions or attitudes in life? 

Ss are encouraged to discuss within their groups shortly. 
	 T asks Ss questions. 
Ask Ss to discuss within their group with the last question.

	Notes:
This is a warming up time to get Ss thinking of  the purpose of studying English. 


****Seating Arrangement picture: 

	Task Preparation 

	Title:

Janet Yellen's NYU Commencement speech
	Aims:
1. Get Ss introduced to new vocabularies
2. Improve Ss readiness to listen to long speeches by looking at questions first. 
	Materials: 

1.CD
2. CD Player
3. Handout containing questions about the speech.

	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	10
	Maintain the seat arrangement as before.
	Ss are introduced to new vocabularies using synonyms of words. 

**Grit: backbone, courage, determination
Set back: defeat, hold up, slow down
underpins: support from below, strengthen
Embark on: to start, to begin
Tend: (syn.: care, bear)

Instill: to seed a thought (syn:. inject, diffuse, infuse)
Endure: (syn.go through, ride out, sustain)
Take a stand: establish, agree, choose, conclude
Decipher: analyze, decode, interpret
Humility: shyness, meekness, reserve 
Relentless/ harshly: synonyms.
Savor: (used w/ object) to give oneself to the enjoyment of, to give a savor to; season; flavor.
Noun: a particular taste or smell
Ss are guided to skim through questions first before listening. SS listen to the prepared CD which has the long speech of Janet Yellen. 
Ss are given brief introduction of who Janet Yellen is.
	Elicit words from Ss 

Handout Question sheets to Ss.

	Notes
Janet Yellen is currently serving as the chairman of Fed. Reserves in the US, followed after Ben Bernanke. She also used to serve as a chairman  at CEA (Council of Economic Advisers )for the whitehouse and was a assistant professor for 5 years in the early 70's and a professor at UC Berkley for more than 15 years for the MBA program.


	Task Realization

	Title:

Janet Yellen's speech 
	Aims:

1.Engaging Ss in, in-depth discussions (other than simple business dialogues, or task based dialogues).
 2. Improve their fluency in discussing their own opinions by agreeing or disagreeing with someone. 
2. Get Ss to speak in using past tenses and future tenses.

3. Practice Ss listening skills by listening to other Ss speaking.
	Materials: 
 Handout

	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	30
	Maintain the seat arrangement as before.
	-Ss are provided w/ handouts to answer questions.
-Ss are guided to skim through questions first before listening. SS listen to the prepared CD which has the long speech of Janet Yellen.
 -Guide Ss to answer questions from 1-6 first in group.
Listening: 
-Ss listen to the 09-01, 09-02, 09-03 of the prepared CD.

-Tell Ss to discuss answers. (give ttl 15 mins.)

-Tell Ss to skim through Q's from 7-9.

-Ss listen to the 09-04, 09-05, 09-06 of the prepared CD.
- Tell Ss to discuss the Q's from 7-9.


	Monitor Ss' discussions.
Monitor Ss' discussions.

-Stop the discussion

Go smoothly unto the post task stage.

	Notes: 


	Post Task

	Title:
What are you passionate about?

	Aims:

1. Get Ss to discuss what their own dream is and
2. Get Ss to discuss about what inspires them the most.
	Materials: 

20 copies of script of the speech

	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	5
	Maintain the seat arrangement as before.
	Ss are asked to discuss how they felt after listening to the speech and discuss within their own group. 
Ss are given HW to write an essay about what inspires them the most and what they would like to be in the future.
Ss are given speech script to do their own reading at home. 
	Give Ss homework
Write down the HW on the board.
Tell Ss 

	Notes: The main focus of this class is to get Ss to speak about their own thoughts and dreams in  a free environment.
Make sure to write it down on the board on the right hand side with a red marker.


Question Sheets for Group Discussions.

1.What does Janet Yellen say about curiosity? And what does she advise graduating students to do with them, if they have one? 

2. Who did Janet Yellen mention in the speech, as a successful example of someone who tended his curiosity and was rewarded for his work?

3. What did Janet mentions as a second tool for 'lifelong intellectual growth'?


4. Which organization do you think Janet is working for? 

5. What does Janet mean by 'one's response to the inevitable setbacks matters as much as the balance of victories and defeats'?




6. Do you agree with Janet (one's response to the inevitable setbacks matters as much as the balance of victories and defeats) and if you do, what experience have you had to support that? 





7. What was the one aspect of grit did Janet mention she thought that was particularly important? 
Have you had such experience? 







8.What was Janet's advice on sustaining a hard work of building a life that makes a difference? 



9.What are you most passionate about? 
Speech Script
Thank you Pres. Sexton on behalf of honorees let me express my thanks to NYU and congratulations from all of us to you the class of 2014 and to your family especially your parents. This is a special day to celebrate your achievements and to look forward to your lives ahead. Your NYU education has not only provided you with a foundation of knowledge it has also I hope instilled in you a love of knowledge and an enduring curiosity.
Life will continue to be a journey of discovery if you tend the fires of curiosity that burn brightly in all of us.


Such curiosity led Eric Kandel, here at NYU, to his lifetime goal to discover the chemical and cellular basis of human memory. A few years after his graduation, he was doing research on cats. But he had the idea of focusing on an animal with a simpler, more fundamental brain: the California sea slug. His colleagues all but ridiculed him for that idea. They knew that the study of the lowly sea slug was irrelevant for understanding human memory.
Kandel's surgically skilled collaborator deserted him. To get up to speed on sea slugs he had to go abroad to study. But Kandel persisted, and in 2000, his curiosity won him the Nobel Prize. It was as you must have guessed, for 
deciphering the chemistryof memory in humans, as revealed by his research on sea slugs. Kandel's life I believe, 
demonstrates how a persistent curiosity can help us reach ambitious goals, even with great roadblocks in the way.


The second tool for lifelong intellectual growth is a willingness to listen carefully to other. These days technology allows us access to a great breadth of perspectives but it also allows us to limit what voices we hear to the narrow 
range we find most agreeable. Listening  to others especially those with whom we disagree, tests our own ideas andbeliefs. It forces us to recognize with humility that we don't have a monopoly on the truth.

Yankee Stadium is a natural venue for another lesson: you won't succeed all the time. Even Ruth Gehrig and DiMaggio failed most of the time when they stepped to the plate. Finding the right path in life, more often than not, involves some missteps. My Federal Reserve colleagues and I experienced this as we struggle to address a financial and economic crisis that threatened the global economy. We brainstormed and designed a host of programs to unclog the plumbing of the financial system and to keep credit flowing. Not everything worked but we kept at it and remained focused on the task at hand. I learned the lesson during this period that one's response to the inevitable setbacks matters as much as the balance of victories and defeats.


There is an unfortunate myth that success is mainly determined by something called ability. But research indicates that our best measures of these qualities are unreliable predictors of performance in academics or employment.
Psychologist Angela Lee Duckworth says that what really matters is a quality she calls "grit" an abiding commitment to work hard toward long-range goals and to persevere through the setbacks that come along the way.


One aspect of grit I think it's particularly important is the willingness to take a stand when circumstances demand it. Such circumstances may not be all that frequent but in every life, there will be crucial moments when having the courage to stand up for what you believe will be immensely important.
My predecessor at the Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke he demonstrated such courage especially in his response to thethreat of the financial crisis. To stabilize the financial system and restore economic growth he took courageous actions that were unprecedented in ambition and scope.He faced relentless criticism personal threats and the certainty that history would judge him harshly if he were wrong.But he stood up for what he believed was right and necessary. Ben Bernanke's 
intelligence and knowledge served him well as chairman . But his grit and willingness to take a stand were just as 
important. I hope you never are confronted by challenges this great but you too will face moments in your life 
when standing up for what you believe can make all the difference.

Having dwelt for a moment on failure  and grit, let me turn to the deeper meaning that underpins grit and can carry us beyond failure.The hard work of building a life that makes a difference is much easier to sustain when you are 
passionate about what you pursue.

When I first came to the Federal Reserve 37 years ago I was struck by the passion of my colleagues for the mission of the Fed. And these many years later each day at work, I see the importance of that passion to carrying out the Fed's duties effectively. if there's a job that you feel passionate about do what you 
can to pursue that job. if there is a purpose about what you are passionate, dedicate yourself to that purpose.

Finally I hope that you can find joy in the life you choose. You are completing one important phase of your life today and embarking on an amazing new adventure. Serious decisions about life surely lie ahead but take time to savor the joys, large and small that come along the way. Share these joys with others and share a laugh when you can.

In closing, thank you again on behalf of myself and the other on honorees. Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today and congratulations and good luck to the class of 2014.
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