	Playing the Detective-Present probability
Grammar Lesson plan
	

	Title : Detective Game-Present probability

	INSTRUCTOR
	LEVEL / AGE
	No of STUDENTS
	LENGTH

	Sunhee Jung
	From Low-to Intermediate
age: 20 or above
	20
	50 minutes

	Materials:
1. Board / Marker

2. Projector / White screen

3. Prepared statements for Pr-task stage: Guessing activities, fill in the blanks.
4. Prepared Statements on slides: to play the detective game.

	Aims:
1. Introduce to Ss the concept of present probability sentences. 
2. Get Ss to speak sentences expressing present probability through playing a game and doing an 
    exercise. 

3. Get Ss to practice creating sentences expressing present probability through playing a game and doing 
    an exercise. 
4. Get Ss to absorb the differences in meaning of modal verbs: can't, must, could, may through playing 
    the detective game and doing exercises.

	Language Skills:
Reading: Ss read key sentences created by the T shown through the projector through playing the 
                detective game, and what is written on the board.  
Speaking: Ss practice speaking through answering questions given by a T and being witnesses, providing 
                  hints to chosen detectives. 
Listening: Ss practice listening to other Ss ' s given hints and to the T throughout  each tasks. 
Writing: Ss practice writing sentences using modal verbs in a present tense in the post-task stage through 
                understanding the concept probability. 

	Language Systems:

Grammar:   Ss will be familiarized with creating sentences of present probability using modal verbs., 
                     filling in the blank, guessing activities and playing a detective game.
Phonology:   Ss practice how to pronounce words mentioned in the Lexis section. 
Lexis:
          Modal verbs Words: can't, must, could, may throughout ach tasks. 
Discourse:    Answering questions and making a guess through activities.  
Functions:    Problem solving, hypothesizing, giving and receiving information through playing the 
                      detective game.

	Assumptions:

Ss are able to create basic sentences to play the detective game. 

	Anticipated Errors and Solutions:
None.

	References:
http://speakspeak.com/english-grammar-exercises/intermediate/intermediate-grammar-exercise-modal-verbs-for-present-probability-must-cant-could-may-might

	Notes: 



	Pre-Task

	Title:

Introducing Modal verbs:

Cannot, may, could, must  
	Aims: 
-Introduce to Ss the concept of probability sentences.
	Materials: 



	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	3
	See the seating arrangement pictures below.
	Ss are asked by the T
1. "Can anybody swim? If you can, please raise your hands."
Ss are asked another question.

2. "How many of you can sing? pls. raise your hands."

Then Ss are asked another question.

3. "How do I know you can really sing?"
"Can you prove me that you can sing?"
-How many times a week do you sing? 

-Does that mean she is good? 

-He may be a good singer but he can't be a professional singer because.....
Ss listen to T's statement why student may be a good signer but can't be a professional singer now because he hasn't earned money by singing in front of people. 
	T asks questions to Ss to think about the concept of probability. 

	Notes 


****Seating Arrangement picture: 

	Task Preparation 

	Title:

Modal verbs in sentences.
	Aims:
1.  Introduce Ss  examples of present probability sentences to help Ss to grasp the concept through fill in the blank exercises. 
2. Get Ss practice speaking, using present probability sentences carrying modal verbs.
	Materials: 

-projector
-white screen

-prepared slides

	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	17
	
	Fill in the Blanks.

Ss are asked to look at prepared slides.

Ss are asked to fill in the blanks as a whole class.

Guessing activity.

 One student is asked to come out and act for the class.
2. He/she is shown a statement and asked to mime without saying anything.

"You are doing a yoga" is shown to the volunteered S.

3. Rest of the Ss are asked by the T to guess what the S is doing. 

4. Rest of the Ss are asked, "What do you think he is doing?"

Ss are asked to repeat this activity. 
Get ready for the Detective game.
Ss are told they will play a detective game.. 

Ss are told to label themselves as 

"can, may, should, must, might"
Ss are asked to be seated with group of "cans" and "Mays", "mights" and "shoulds".
	T ensures Ss' understanding by doing one more activity before going into the game

T asks for a volunteer
T  shows a sentence to the volunteering student.

T encourages Ss to use the below sentence format.
"He may be doing ____"

T asks CCQs. to ensure Ss understanding.

.

	Notes


	Task Realization

	Title:

Playing the detective
	Aims: Get Ss speak and practice present probability sentences carrying modal verbs.  
	Materials: 
 -projector

-white screen

-prepared slides

	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	23
	
	Ss are told how to play the Detective game. 

1. Ss are asked to choose one person in their group to be the detective. 
2. Ss who are not detectives (rest of the class) are asked to be witnesses.

3. One student who volunteered as detectives is asked to comes out to the front and face Ss and have his or her back against the board (He/ she is asked not to turn and look at the board where the statement is shown). 

4. Witnesses (remaining Ss who's group is playing) are asked to provide concrete evidence for the existence of the situation (statement shown on the board) without mentioning the statement itself.
5. Ss are given an example.
Statement on the board: "Sandra Bullock must be a good actress."
Then, witnesses cannot say the sentence "she must be a good actress" but can  say, 
"She wins acting awards"

"People always go to watch her movies"

"Other actors always praises her acting abilities on magazine interviews"

6. Ss are asked to play the game.


	T gives instructions. 
T times each group and write down in minutes on the board.

T compares the time at the end pick the winning team.

	Notes: Do not give chunk instructions. 



	Post Task

	Title:
Modal verbs in sentences.
	Aims: 
Get Ss to absorb the differences in meaning of modal verbs: can't, must, could, may through playing  putting them in probability order and ensure Ss' understanding on modal verbs. 
	Materials: 

-projector

-white screen

-prepared slides

	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	7
	
	Ss are asked to write three sentences on the screen in a probability order. 

He must be on the train/ He may not be on the train.

He could be at the store/ He may be at the store./
He cannot be at the store. 
Ss' answers are checked against the group.

Ss are told may be and could be holds similar probability in a sentence.


	Teacher ensures Ss understanding. 
T dismisses the class.

	Notes: 
1. He must be on the train. 2. He may be on the train.

1. He could be at the store. He may be at the store. 2. He cannot be at the store.


Task Preparation / Fill in the blank sentences.
1. I'm sure he is here - I can see his car in front of the building. 

    He ____________ be here. (must)
2. I’m not sure I’m going to pass the exam. I don’t feel very confident. 

   They __________pass the exam. I don’t feel very confident. (may/ could/ might)
3. I'm sure she doesn't speak French very well - she's only lived in Paris for a few weeks. 
    She __________speak French very well. She's only lived in Paris for a few weeks. (could not/ cannot)
5. My key's not in my pocket or on my desk so I'm sure it's in the drawer.
    My key's not in my pocket or on my desk so it __________be in the drawer. (must)
Task Preparation / Guessing activity: sentences shown to a student who is acting.
You are doing a yoga.
You are typing.

You are playing tennis.

You are washing dishes.
You are playing baseball.

You are playing a piano.

You are watching TV.

You are watching a movie.

Task Realization / Detective game statements.

1. They must be very rich.
2. She can't be so ill. 

3. They may be arriving tomorrow.
4. He could be away on holiday. 
5. He might get the job.
6. He may win the prize.
7. She could be a thief.
8. She may be a professional singer.

9. She must be famous.

10. They cannot be in Hawaii.

11. They could be seeing a movie today.

12.  He must be learning to teach English.

13. He may be hungry.

14. He could be tired. 

15. She might stay another week. 
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