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What are the qualifications to be a good teacher?

Even my parents were both school teachers, I never thought that I would be a teacher because teaching didn’t seem to be an attractive rather, a boring job to me. However as my son became of school-age, I reminded on how much teachers can affect a students’ learning ability. I don’t want my son to think studying is difficult and that teachers are too strict as I thought when I was in school. So, I finally decided that I want to be a good teacher to my son. Here in my essay, I recall my experience of learning from two teachers, a math teacher and an English teacher in middle school, and notice their teaching styles to verify the qualifications to be a good teacher.

I remember that I trembled with fear in my math class every time. My math teacher always made the students to solve the problems on a blackboard in front of the class by calling student numbers randomly. Since I was a visual learner and a timid student, math class was frightening and made me lose interest in mathematics. I didn’t like standing in front of many other students and solving the problems by myself. The other reason why I didn’t like the math class was that it wasn’t divided into students’ level so lower level students like me had a hard to catch up to the progress of others in class. For these reasons, compulsively pushing students participating in class and no consideration of student’s level of studying, as a result, I felt daunted in my math class.

In contrast, I was a very active and hard-working student in my English class. My English teacher, Steve, was an involver among three categories of teaching style and let students study with appropriate visual materials and interesting activities. He used many kinds of pictures and handouts so visual learners like me found the class interesting and could easily understand the topics and words. Still I was not an active student, rather, I was shy and a quiet student in class. One day, Steve asked me a question in front of the class and I was frightened to answer the question in English. For 3 minutes, I didn’t speak anything, but he waited for my answer with patience and tried to help me to find out the right answer. After that, I could gain self confidence speaking in English and I became a top student in English class.


Then, what made me a poor student in math class and a top student in English class? I don’t think that my math teacher was wrong and English teacher was right in teaching methods. However, the first teacher type which was more like an enabler was not an effective way to me a visual learner and a timid student while second teacher type, an involver, was more effective to me.

Based on my experience, I realized that it is very important to grasp students’ learning styles and to assess students’ level then apply more effective teaching method.

I believe that one of the most important qualifications to be a good teacher is leading students ‘to enjoy’ learning and developing their knowledge. Students can become more interested in the class and focus on the subjects when they are taught in appropriate teaching methods. It is a priority for teachers to understand students learning styles, characteristics and levels of study. If my math teacher had helped me to understand mathematic problem solutions step by step without being humiliated, I might have been able to enjoy my math class. What I like the most in my TESOL course is that I could learn how to get close to understand the students and how to make them involved in class by ‘lead in’, ‘eliciting’ and ‘CCQs’. After I pass the TESOL course, I expect myself to be a teacher who tries to be concerned about my students and lead them involved to enjoy the class.
