127th wk 

In A Choi


English Only Policy and Late/Tardy Policy
“There are only two times. Now and too late.”

 
When I was fifteen, my parents decided to move to Saipan, an island in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. I once attended a Catholic school for a year before I transfer to non-religious school. This school had strict uniform policies. In school, students must wear school uniforms and plain white socks with black color shoes. There was a teacher named Ms. Gurrero who walks around the hallway and keeps on checking students’ appearance. It was her responsibility to send students to the main office if they violate the school rules and/or regulations. This school was really strict. By gathering my high school experience, I would like to introduce my idea on the ways to manage students who are in trouble, especially when they are late for class and when they are speaking students’ native language in class. 

In my high school, students were supposed to be in class with their homeroom teacher at 8:40 in the morning. Teachers usually lock the door before and after the bell rings. So, the students who do not come to class on time stayed in the hallway until Ms. Gurrero comes and gives them a pink ticket. The students who got this ticket must go to the main office to write their names on the tardy list. The students then get detention or suspension depending on the number of the tickets they received. I don’t know how other Catholic schools work, but our school had strict rules and regulations. Under this strictness, our class gradually stopped coming late to class. Also, we often helped each other by answering each other’s names when checking attendance.

Since I studied abroad, I didn’t get regulated on speaking English in class; however, it was still the problem for my class because most of the students were Koreans. Every time we speak Korean, we did not get punished. Instead, Ms. Cunanan, who taught me English Literature, ordered a pizza when we speak English in class. She rewarded us with a carrot than punishing with a stick. Moreover, in Spanish class, students were supposed to speak in Spanish. I heard more of my Spanish teacher saying “Habla español, por favor.” 


In my opinion, school regulations on tardiness must be regulated strictly. That is, there should be a certain punishment when it is violated. However, on speaking native language does not have to be strict. For ESL students, it would take a lot of time looking up for words they do not know in class. I also remember it as a big help when my Korean classmate told me what we are doing in class in Korean. If they are not familiar with speaking English, allowing students to speak their native language actually saves time while doing classwork. This could not only mitigate inconvenience, but also improve students’ cooperation ability. 
If I were to make policies for students who are not speaking English and coming late to class, I would make them clean their lockers and classroom during break time. For high school students, I would let them give a choice to wear casual clothing or to wear a school uniform only once a month as a good performance reward. 

In conclusion, I think my high school experiences are similar to the TESOL courses now I am taking, because both classes have the strict attendance policy. The author Anh Do said, “There are only two times. Now and too late.” I agree with him because I think the time is the most important feature in life. To advance my knowledge and responsibility, I will try to speak more English in the classroom as well as be on time during the seven weeks of the TESOL course.
