I learned Japanese like that.

Jennis Choi
Many people say that it is best to learn second language while you are still young. I started to learn Japanese when I was 23 with a Korean teacher and a Japanese native teacher in Korea. Do you think that 23 is too old to learn a language? I agree it is not young. However the most important things to learn language are the length and how you study it. Do you think I can speak Japanese now? The answer is yes. How can I speak Japanese nowadays? I studied Japanese 4 times in different ways for 7 years. 

The first way was that I learned Japanese with a Korean teacher who studied education in Japan and a Japanese native speaker who married Korean man. The language academy has 3 kinds of level; beginner, intermediate, and advance. Beginners will study language with a Korean teacher and a native teacher. Intermediate level, 2 native teachers teach students in a big classroom. 
In the beginner class, Korean teacher teach grammar, reading, conversation, and listening. He used textbooks, and he followed the guideline in the book. He explained all things that we have to learn in Korean language. He gave some questions and students have to find the answer. I think he is an explainer because his class seemed a lecture. In conversation and listening classes, we read each sentences to follow him. Then we read the dialog with my partner, but it was not a roleplay. He did not use any audio texts such as CD, video, PPT.
I had native classes to practice what I learned for a week. I do not remember what I did in her classes, but I spent fun time with her outside academy such as having dinners or drinking parties. She though that language class is not only in academy. I think she taught a function of language. We should speak Japanese during that time, and we could ask her Japanese expression whenever we want to know. We talked about Japanese culture because one of students was going to live in Japan that next year and we liked that topic. Most of students were office workers so they needed to improve their conversation skill. They thought that life experiences are real knowledge so they wanted to go Japan even for a few days. 
I think the reason why we were practical learners was that the Korean teacher’s class was a little boring. However he gave many advices to each beginners how to study Japanese as a Korean student in Japan and what kind of dreams we are able to see with Japanese. The Japanese native teacher did an empathy and understanding with us so we could speak Japanese easily. She never told to us method of studying. On the other hand, she talked about her dreams in Korea as a Japanese teacher. I think he was a traditional teacher in Korea and she was a modern teacher. I cannot choose who was a better teacher for me because we respected him and following his counsels, I decided to go to Japan to study. 
Unfortunately, I could not speak Japanese well at that time. So my second way was that I would start to learn a beginner level in Japanese Language Academy again. I studied Japanese in the academy for 9 months, 720 hours. After 3 months when I learned Japanese in Japan, I could take a part-time job that serving in the restaurant 20 hours for a week. While I stayed in Japan, I noticed what my dream is. I stopped the language course, I came back to Korea, and I prepared to go on a university. After 1 year I became a university student, and I learned a high level of Japanese. The past 4 years I graduated the university and I got a master degree. 
Finally, after I returned to Korea, I leaned translation skills and worked at new company as interpreter. 
Learning a second language, we should know what our dreams and goals are. Those tell us the way like a lamp in the cave. I think teacher’s role is a giving a dream, and a helping them to reach the goal by teacher’s own personal methodology.
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