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Imagine a person in a room with full of foreigners, who don't speak his or her language. The reaction might be different depending on the person, but usually people will panic or feel intimidated by the environment. What if, however, this person in the room was learning or had the desire to learn the language that the foreigners are speaking?  In this case, instead of being intimidated, he or she will try to listen very carefully to the foreigners and try to learn as much as possible, for it is the perfect opportunity to acquire the language. I, the author of this essay, was tossed into classroom full of Americans at the age of 12 and successfully acquired the language, English, within only six months. 


I did not speak any English when I first went to America. Sure, English is a class many Korean students have to take since elementary school but I never liked the class and ironically didn't have much chance to speak the language in English class. At first I barely spoke during school. It wasn't because I was shy but I didn't know what to say for I did not understand anyone. Few weeks later, I slowly began to understand what the teacher, and my classmates were saying. I didn't use full sentences but I replied to them using short words. Gradually I began to pick up more words and sentences, finishing the semester with full presentation about a historic figure without any help from the teachers. The key point, in my experience, is not to be shy. I was never embarrassed that I couldn't speak English. When other children at school made fun of me because I didn't understand them, I always asked them if they spoke better Korean than I did. As a child I already understood that making mistakes when learning a second language is natural. This attitude encouraged me to talk to many different individuals at school, which gave me more opportunity to learn and self correct, helping me to acquire English more quickly. 

From my experience I learned that when teaching a second language, making a comfortable environment for students to take risks, or making mistakes, are critical, because speaking the target language with a variety of individuals on many different topics are very effective. There are five, well known, teaching methods which are Grammar Translation Method (GTM), Direct Method (DM), Audio-Lingual Method (ALM), Total Physical Response (TPR), and Communicative Language Teaching (CLT). Out of these five methods DM, ALM, and TPR strongly focuses on speaking and listening from the four language skills. Also CLT's ultimate goal is having a 'full conversation.' This implies that when learning a second language being productive, speaking in the target language, is crucial. The best way to encourage the students to become more productive during the class, is to let them know that making a mistake is a natural part of learning the language. Also one of the Stephen Krashen's, a linguist, five hypotheses, Affective Filter Hypotheses, suggests that providing a comfortable environment helps one to acquire a second language. 

'To hunt a tiger, one must enter the tiger's den,' is an old expression in Korea. It means that you must take the risks to reach your goal. Do not be afraid or embarrassed to make any mistakes. Thomas A. Edison failed countless times before inventing the perfect filament for a light bulb. If Edison gave up his experiments because he was afraid of his failure we wouldn't be enjoying one of his greatest inventions. Just remember. It is okay to make mistakes. 
