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My experience of second language acquisition
My second language acquisition was mostly done in the class. I had many English teacher and various classrooms in my school life. I have been continuing second language acquisition for 17 years now. Through my experiences below I will have to think how to help students acquire the second language if I teach English in the future.
In my middle and high school, the ‘Morning English’ program that I study every morning in the class for 6 years influenced greatly my second language acquisition. I had a book for the Morning English and my English teacher and one native speaker was appeared on television to teach English for whole student. I’m a visual learner so that it is helpful for me to develop my English skills. I could see dialogues and some pictures from the Morning English book and then I could follow teacher’s saying more easily. But sometimes I learned by doing some activities. I had to have English conversation what I learned that day with any teacher during break time and I could get 1 coupon from the teachers. So the class with most coupons could win award. Kinesthetic learning also worked for me at times. For this experience, I could learn English colloquial expressions and idioms. But one thing that I was sorry about is that the native English teacher also taught in the same way as the Korean English teacher. They may have been in the circumstance teaching English in Korea.
Also, I remember an English teacher when I was in my 3rd year in high school. His teaching style was completely Explainer. I was always busy for taking notes and memorizing English words during his class. But I was never bored because he put questions what he explained during class for his examination paper. It was passive learning, many hand works and not interactive with teacher and student like in traditional classrooms. Although I don’t like explainer teacher, he was not only very knowledgeable and enthusiastic instructor but also made useful teaching materials. His teaching style was old school but he has good EAR (Empathy, Authenticity and Respect) so that I can really listen to his explain.
I was thankful all the English teachers which I had met during my elementary, middle and high school. However, I always had desire to acquire second language more naturally. So I decided to go to United States when I was in university. Accordingly I worked for a law firm in Los Angeles for 1 year. While I worked as a legal assistant in L.A., I could feel that it was real natural environment for the second language acquisition. There were Korean-Americans and real Americans in the company and we all spoke in English though I was not fluent in English. I was able to feel different culture and meet American people easily also I used to eat American food and I placed in American consciousness. Furthermore I used to imitate American people’s way of talking and pronunciation. Besides, I took ESL program after work and there were many foreigners who were not English native speakers. I knew that many people with different backgrounds and nationalities had been endeavoring for second language acquisition. I had to communicate only in English with the people who were not English native speakers in ESL program. This was also helpful for increasing my English abilities.
From my experiences, I agree that the subconscious acquisition of second language is more important than the conscious acquisition of second language as Stephen Krashen mentioned. When I was in USA, I absorbed all sorts of information like a sponge and the relaxable environment made my attitude also change. As time passed, I can say hello first to people I meet and have confidence in speaking English.
In conclusion, my subconscious and conscious acquisitions of second language experiences were successful. However, the exposure to English-speaking environment is significant for the successful second language acquisition. So, during this TESOL program I would like to know how to help students acquire second language if I teach English. Everybody has individual learning differences and different intelligent strengths. I understand this diversity and I want to make a successful classroom in the future.
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