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I sighed immediately when I read my assigned-essay title, “Was a second language environment a success or a failure as a language learning experience?” I have succeeded mostly but there is still a certain problem to overcome, that’s why I’m struggling with English today, especially in speaking, i.e. communicating with others fluently!
I started to learn English when I entered the middle school in the late 1980s. At that time traditional classrooms are dominant in most parts of our country. I also have learned English in the traditional classrooms. Unfortunately my teachers were only explainer! Students were just listening lectures focused on grammar and vocabulary. From time to time they took notes and translated the textbook line by line with their mouths shut throughout the entire lesson! Students have learned a language not by using their mouths but with only their eyes! There were few chances for students to talk each other and share their opinions while practicing speaking English.

But fortunately I liked to learn English and I’ve read and listened to many books and articles and watched a lot of movies in English as well. In other words, I’ve learned English not by a teacher in the classroom but by myself in my room!

As a result, although I got a good grade and could enter the university and even majored in English language and literature, I am still not confident about communicating with others in English. I blame myself for being shy, if I had been well-educated before, what would I be like now? If I had met an involver or enabler teacher, how would I change now?
It was contradictory that I taught English at academy after graduating from university as only an explainer for many years.
However I fully realized that what I’ve been educated for my school days was totally wrong when I taught my baby English on my own. I taught her English when she was 6 months. I just talked to her about almost everything around us in English everyday! I tried to keep talking to her at every moment even if I memorized several English conversation books! It was a very hard task, but I didn’t give up and kept go on day by day. I always sang a lot of English songs with my baby on my back and read her plenty of English picture books before she went to bed every night.

Then she began to speak English at the age of 2 and now my 5-year-old daughter can express everything she wants to talk about in English freely! This is a process of acquiring mother tongue. Actually I was an involver and enabler teacher to her. Besides, to my surprise, I feel more comfortable communicating in English day by day!
Therefore I honestly want to be a good teacher as not only explainer but also as an involver and enabler teacher. Exactly the same way I’ve taught my child. I’ll help create the conditions in which students might be able to learn - by involving them, by enable them to work at their own speed, by not giving long explanations, by encouraging them to participate, talk, interact, and do things by themselves.
