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My Best Teacher

My best teacher was my ESL teacher. Her name was Mrs. McIntosh. She taught me English in 6 grade at Princess Anne Elementary School in Ingersoll for 3 months. I had just arrived in this small town in Ontario, Canada called Ingersoll from South Korea. My family immigrated to Canada. The population of this town was less then 15,000 people and majority of people were Caucasian. This town was a two hour-drive from a major city named Toronto. I was excited to be at a new place but also afraid at the same time. I only knew few English words and I could only communicate mostly by isolated words and gestures with people that were other then my family members. Also, I could not read English at all. I was a true beginner in English language level. This class was more then 30 years ago but I remember it clearly because this class was a major success for me to learn English for the first time. Mrs. McIntosh was an enabler, used modern teaching techniques and was an effective teacher.

Firstly, I believe that Mrs. McIntosh was an enabler. She always used relevant and interesting activities. She was a native English speaker and she knew English language very well. She created the conditions that enable me to learn with a warm smile and allowed me to create my own ideas as much as I can. She helped me feel relaxed in her classroom. Mrs. McIntosh made English language subject matter come alive with her enthusiasm. For Example, for a upcoming graduation music performances we practised Mickey Mouse theme song on an imagined stage in her classroom. We shared many laughs together. In the beginning it was very challenging to learn the song but she kept my motivation high by allowing me to make mistakes and correcting the lyrics and words of the song. She sang first with her gentle voice with a right English pronunciation where I could repeat after her. I sang Mickey Mouse song by spelling it out loud. I said, "MICKEY MOUSE...". I really respect her because she listened to me and encouraged me. After few days I have learnt the entire song and I was able to sing with confidence.

Secondly, I strongly feel that Mrs. McIntosh used modern teaching techniques. She kept lectures to a minimum and incorporated role-playing and games to help me learn. She assigned appropriate homework to encourage self learning and we often did workbooks together in the classroom. She gave me clear feedback. She often told me if I did well or if i needed to further work on the topic. For example, she used flash cards to teach me new words. She gave me flashcards and told me to look at the picture and guess the words that matched the flashcards among the many pre-written words on the chalkboard. It was a flashcard word game. When I was right I will get a point and I tried to get a high score whenever we played the flash card game. Many times she allowed me to talk freely about the words. She had a good sense of humour so the 2 hour classroom was enjoyable and fun.

Lastly, Mrs. McIntosh was an effective teacher. She had many characteristics of an effective teacher. She empathized with my situation. I didn't have any friends at the school. She show me respect even though I was only a child. She spoke kindly and clearly. She was authentic and tried to build rapport to have a great relationship with me. She often invited me to her house for a dinner or play time with her son. Her son attended the same school and we became good friends. She never had to invite me to her house but I think she did because she really cared about me and my English learning. For example, after dinner at her house I played with her son. I really didn't understand everything he was saying but playing with his wrestling action figures I learnt new words like jump, big muscles and win by listening to him saying those words. I think she introduced me to her son so that we could become friends. Luckily, I was more able to be around English speaking environment outside the class. She was a genuinely caring teacher.

In conclusion, I think Mrs. McIntosh was my best teacher because she was an enabler, used modern teaching techniques and was an effective teacher. I still love learning English and she helped me feel less nervous toward learning English. I like to meet new people and communicating in English which makes my life more interesting and enjoyable. I could learn a lot from other people by talking. I have gained a high English proficiency that enables me to develop appropriate career advancements. When I travel I feel more relaxed in the globalize world because I can speak English. I want to thank Mrs. McIntosh. 

