My experiences 
in learning foreign languages

Student’s name: Kim, Bo Kyeong

Professor: David Moroney

Date: 2008. 11.20.
Table of Contents

Introduction

Literature Review
In high school days
Experiences in the Philippines

Reflection

Conclusion

Reference

Introduction

Before I start the essay I looked back on the school days of learning English from middle school. Most of the days, I studied English for the exams only. As you know we have many English classes from middle school student at school. But we are not exposed to using English as a second language environment. 
So all I experienced about learning English is limited in a foreign language environment.

From now on I try to tell some my stories not only learning English but studying Japanese from high school days. 
Literature Review
GTM: This method was used for the purpose of helping students read and appreciate foreign language literature. ( Larsen- Freeman, 2007:11)
CLL: It was to learn how to use the target language communicatively.( Larsen- Freeman, 2007)
In high school days

I learned Japanese from first grade to third in high school. As for me I’ve got interested in learning other languages from the teens in favor of watching foreign movies. 
Those days I had got a chance to learn Japanese at school. Luckily my homeroom teacher was Japanese subject. I liked her style of teaching and writing Japanese. While learning Japanese I was told many kinds of episodes about Japanese and Japanese culture. That led me to get more interested in learning Japanese.
During a few classes we learned to read characters, write letters as a beginner. I think most of the classes we took some lessons like GTM. For the beginners it’s very helpful because I remember the letters of Japanese even I can tell some easy dialogues although it passed a long time.  
She knew our levels well so she explained clearly to get used to learning. As we took many exames in the class we could memorize easily. Also she praised all the time to speaking confidently.
Even though I can’t communicate with Japanese now, I can get confidence a lot in learning other languages from then on.  
Experiences in the Philippines

I went abroad in the 20s about two and half years. I enrolled in institution for a few months. For the first time I had many desires to study English. But as time went by I wanted to earn some money for staying longer. Unfortunately I didn’t get many chances as I worked in Korean company. I made many Korean friends instead of foreigners. I used English only for needs such as buying some things, go shopping etc. so my English level was the same when I first went. At last I decided to study with tutor sometimes. when I judged myself of speaking English, I was not good enough to talk deeply with other foreigners. However most of my tutors, they told me that I was good at conversation. They didn’t know what I want to study exactly, what I really need to do. So during the class we just talked easy conversation only. I told them to correct me instantly when I made some mistakes of talking but they didn’t. It didn’t change easily. I felt like tutors are just killing my times. I wanted be higher level of speaking but it was hard to understand them.  
After some classes I still felt when I talked some foreigners I usually used simple, easy expressions. That means I had a limit to talk about my feelings well. I regretted not entering university’s language program, not studying on regular time. 
Sometimes I think if I studied at foreign language center it worked well? I’m not sure yet. 

Reflection

To learn other languages effectively teachers’ role influences much. While they teach some students as well as adults they should know their levels exactly first. Of course they get to know steadily taking classes but if before the class level tests must be performed it will be very helpful to understand their students level and what they need to do.
Also the students mostly have some troubles in expressing themselves with a target language if they want to let teacher know their problems. If possible between teacher and student talk openly their levels what goals have before starting is important to improve.

In the Philippines I had a hard time to express my concerns and what I really want to know in English. 
Conclusion

Among the methods I think CLL looks more ideal to me. I cannot say it’s the only one. Teaching somebody is one of the valuable things in our lives. Also learning something is one of the important things. Before starting to be a teacher I want to learn not only more many methods but also understanding of human to prepare teaching somebody as possible as I can.
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