Learning a second language is a difficult and a strenuous process. It requires a degree of hardship and a tremendous amount of dedication to acquire the language. There are so many ways to approach the task of second language learning. The most proficient system in second language acquisition is enabler teaching style where teaching and learning has developed significantly than traditional teaching of explainer style. You haven’t explained what exactly these styles mean here, merely stated that one is better than the other. This statement could be shown through the teaching of the “Grammar-Translation Method” and the “Communicative Language Teaching.” “English…..when combining native and non-native speakers it is probably the most commonly spoken language in the world” (Wikipedia 2008). English being the most commonly spoken language in the world, it is reasonable to investigate the acquisition methods and problems of learning English as a second language. In order to explore the methods and problems, the effect of retention rate through explainer teaching style and the effect of retention rate through enabler teaching style would be reviewed. Personal Second Language Acquisition (SLA) will be studied through personal learning experience and coming up with an own ESL teaching belief.

There are two different ways to indicate English teacher, a worst to a favorite teacher. Worst kinds of teachers are categorized into explainer who has “Grammar-Translation Method” known as GTM. According to Scrivener, “explainer teachers know their subject matter very well, but have limited knowledge of teaching methodology (Scrivener, P25).” Ok good you have explained it here, ignore my last comment. These types of teachers tend to know their teaching material from front to back. However, they lack the method in teaching student and only know how to lecture in front of the classroom only relating to the text. Teacher to student role in explainer style is that “the students are listening, perhaps occasionally answering questions and perhaps making notes, but are mostly not being personally involved or challenged (Scrivener, P25).” Therefore, students have to rely on memorization from teacher’s lectures. Explainer teaching style has the characteristic of “Grammatical Translation Method” also known as GTM, where “students would probably never use the target language, but the mental exercise of learning it would be beneficial (Larsen & Freeman, P11).” It is indicating that learning a foreign language is not for the purpose of communication but rather a useful knowledge to know. GTM’s goal is to “learn about the grammar rules and vocabulary of the targeted language and the role of the teacher is the authority in the classroom where students learn from what the teacher knows (Larsen & Freeman, P17).” It shows how teaching method is isolated from the communicative purpose and teacher-centered classroom. English teaching method that focuses only on grammar and vocabulary is an insufficient way to comprehend the language. 

Favorite kinds of teachers are grouped into an enabler who has “Communicative Language Method” known as CLM. In Scrivener’s book, it states that “this teacher knows about the subject matter and about methodology, but also has an awareness of how individuals and groups are thinking and feeling within her class (Scrivener, P25).” Enabler has the important feature to improve English learning as a second language to an enhanced level where teacher could combine the material, method of teaching, and positive teaching environment to help students develop their second language acquisition. Enabler also “takes there lead from the students, seeing themselves as someone whose job is to create the conditions that enable the students to learn on their own (Scrivener, P25).” The teacher creates the environment where the classroom is student-centered. As a result, the students can make additional improvement rather than explainer teaching only from their knowledge. Enabler teaching style has a teaching method that involves “Communicative Language Teaching” method also known as CLT. According to Larsen and Freeman book, CLT “advises teachers to consider their students as ‘whole persons’…teachers not only consider their students’ intellect, but also have some understanding of the relationship among students’ feelings, physical reactions, instinctive protective reactions, and desire to learn (Larsen & Freeman, P89).” Teachers need to keep in mind that in order for the students to communicate in second language, teachers need to engage student with open mind where teacher to student relationship is positively enforced in the classroom. “The important skills are understanding and speaking the language at the beginning, with reinforcement through reading and writing (Larsen & Freeman, P101).” The best method to acquire second language is through CLT which is included in the enabler teaching style.

In my personal experience, it was hard to comprehend the English learning methods of 90’s. Even though, it was simple grammar classes, the teaching was difficult to grasp at a young age. The teacher would always lecture us until the bell rang and there were no activities for the class to keep us interested. So, the students would always day dream during the class or make fun of the class. It was not until 5th grade that personal interest for English flourished. The homeroom teacher suggested taking a private tutor from her daughter and American son-in law. They would plan out a schedule where grammar and writing would be taught by homeroom teacher’s daughter Heidi and her husband Gilbert would tutor with variety of English speaking activities with topic discussion and necessary self correction of the student. Both of them were patient with the student and truly enthusiastic about teaching English. They would both communicate only in English where listening would improve extremely, matching close to the native speaker. It was also an important part of learning process to be active in a local English church in Suwon. They would organize bible studies every Wednesday and Friday night where it became good opportunity to practice English communication skills. Bible teacher would be an enabler instead of being an explainer and correcting every mistakes of the English language. Correcting all the mistakes is really the explainer style of teaching not the enabler style. The enabler doesn’t correct mistakes at all until the very end of class. 
From second language acquisition experience, there was a huge difference between a teacher who was an explainer and a teacher who was an enabler. Explainer style teachers want their students to memorize grammar and vocabulary of the second language, because she/he thinks that’s only important part of understanding the second language. Enabler style teachers want their students to communicate and understand the second language through experiences where they could improve on their own. It is clear the teaching of enabler is the most efficient way of teaching English as a second language. The reason comes from a study that “researchers in the San Diego Continuing Education system surveyed high retention teachers and students, and found consistent themes.  Classes with high retention rates had the following characteristics: agendas, syllabi, routine, and team-work; students are busy, active during entire class; teachers know students’ names and details about their lives; teachers know their material (Jarrell and Pongsrikul, 2006). ” A characteristic of high retention rate for teachers and students is equivalent to the teaching style of an enabler and its CLT method. 

The paper talked about a better way to acquire a second language. The key terms to explain a worst teacher and a favorite teacher with their own teaching style of GTM and CLT. This was explained through a personal experience and key facts to distinguish the difference of favorite and worst teacher in second language. As stated in the paper, Korean people should focus and rely on the student’s ability to improve through enabler’s teaching style with CLT method. It is significant for a second language learner to be motivated to learn the language. Without the desire to learn and acquire the language, the student would never understand and improve. Where is your input and thoughts? You can add your conclusion here if you have time. 
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Dear Hoonie,

Great job! Well done on your paper. I have just a couple of points to make about the paper. Firstly I would say that your references are very good but try to give me the year as well as the author’s name in the in-reference inside your paper. For example you have (Scrivener, p25) but you should include the year, such as (Scrivener, 2005: 25). Also you should place the “”, the bunny rabbit ears straight after the quote and before the reference. This is the Harvard Referencing Style, maybe you have used another before? Add in a little bit at the end for a conclusion and other than that you have done a great job. I am really impressed with your paper and you will surely get in the low 90s with this paper, once the changes are made. Well done again and keep up the good work. 
Regards,

David
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