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<Reading lesson : Pre-reading>
( Before Reading (
- Marcel Duchamp and Fountain

· Who is Marcel Duchamp?
· Is the ‘Fountain’ art?
· How do we call ‘Fountain’ when Marcel Duchamp chose it as his work? 
· Why was the ‘Fountain’ controversial work?
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<Reading lesson>
Marcel Duchamp and Fountain
Fountain is a 1917 work by Marcel Duchamp. It is one of the pieces which he called readymades (also known as found art), because he made use of an already existing object-in this case a urinal, which he titled Fountain and signed "R. Mutt". It was submitted to an art show as an act of provocation, but was lost shortly after this. It is a major landmark in 20th century art. Replicas commissioned by Duchamp in the 1960s are now on display in museums.

A urinal displaced and called art, this Readymade has caused much controversy ever since the fateful day in 1917 when it was refused entry to an art show priding itself as being open to all. Rotated and signed with the pseudonym "R. Mutt 1917" on its upper side, Fountain isn't merely one of Duchamp's Readymades. It has become a recognizable icon in the history of modern art.

Overtly displaced from its original context (the everyday bathroom), Fountain is not only rotated, but has been displayed suspending from a doorjamb. In fact, this Readymade was hung from a lintel at an exhibition in the Sidney Janis Gallery in New York in 1953. Molesworth notes the complete uselessness of the urinal in such positions, humorously noting that, "if a man pees in the Fountain his urine will drip on him.”



<Reading lesson : Post-reading>
This is Marcel Duchamp’s other work ;
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<L.H.O.O.Q>. Marcel Duchamp,1919 
like Marcel Duchamp,
Let’s make your own work. (
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Marcel Duchamp





<Fountain>, Marcel Duchamp, 1917








