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Most people who spend their school days in Korea cannot help being passive learners when they study English at school, especially a middle and high school. As many people know, Korean English learning environment at school was not modern but just traditional in the past. Traditional classroom teaching is usually talked like bad thing. However I don’t agree with that general thought. During school days, teenagers need to be taught by traditional teachers partially. They were mostly goal-oriented at this time. It didn’t depend on each single person as an English learner. They all just should be prepared learners for the university entrance exam. Therefore generally the traditional teaching style was not bad for them. But nowadays English learning environment is completely changing and I agree that’s essential for effective English teaching and learning. 

English learning environment changes after graduation from high school. Since then students become adult learners. That makes all learning English circumstances different. In my case I’ve also experienced most of my new English learning environment after graduation. At this point, learners look for their needs and follow it spontaneously. As entering a university, I became an autonomous and self-directed English learner then I’ve always tried to be. So I’ve been to the Philippines to study English, where was the best choice in my situation. Some say it’s not good place for learning English because of their pronunciation I don’t think that is a big deal for adults who have already fixed their pronunciation though.
I took two kinds of classes there. One was very successful and the other was not. The failed one was a group class which was exactly the same with the traditional classroom in Korea. The teacher kept explaining the text. Then Students just took a note. We did our assignment and submitted to the teacher. We couldn’t challenge in the class. It was just teacher’s class. For those reasons students started attending the class one by one finally it was closed. 
The successful one was a man-to-man class. I had five different private classes with five different tutors. They basically respected me as equal. In the class I had to keep talking and sometimes explained books and even grammars. One of them said if I can explain and teach something that means I totally understand it. And I almost always got a lot of information and materials from them. So I previewed about textbooks or the next class. Actually one-on-one class might be stressful. However I barely felt tutors were beside me like the invisible. It was just student’s class. I really can say my tutors were involver and enabler at the same time.
I know it’s very difficult to apply those styles in a big class but I believe that enthusiastic teachers can do it. They are patient good listeners for students and know subject matter well with their enthusiasm. If this applies gradually, that’ll be the most effective and attractive class for both students and teachers. Active learners and guiding teachers would be the best factors in the best class. For that, both will have to make efforts much harder.
